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SUBJECT: CIV AIR NEOGITIATIONS 

1. FOREIGN MINISTRY PRESS SPOKESMAN (BAEKELANDT) MADE THE 
FOLLOWING REMARKS CONCERNING US-BELGIAN CIVAIR NEGOTIATIONS 
IN HIS WEEKLY PRESS BRIEFING, NOV 27. HE NOTED THAT BELGIAN- 

US CIVAIR ACCORD WAS ONE OF FIRST MADE AFTER WW II AND THAT 
IS PROVIDED FOR CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN PARTIES AT INITIATIVE 
OF EITHER SIDE. UNLIKE MANY SUBSEQUENT CIVAIR ACCORDS, BLEGIAN- 
US ACCORD DOES NOT MENTION CAPACITIES. THE US HAVE REQUESTED 
CONSULTATION WITH BELGIUM ON THE ACCORD AND BELGIUM HAS ACCEPTED. 
THE US WANTS TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF TRANS -ATLANTIC FLIGHTS 
AND THE SIZE OF AIRCRAFT ENGAGED IN THAT TRAFFIC. BELGIUM 
DOES NOT WANT THE TALKS TO BE LIMITED TO CAPACITIES, BUT 
RATHER TO DOVER ALL RELATED AIRLINE ISSUES. 

NO DATES HAVE YET BEEN SET FOR THE DISCUSSIONS. BELGIUM 
WILL BE DISCUSSING CIVAIR MATTERS WITH JAPAN IN MID-DECEMBER 
AND WOULD PREFER THAT THE TALKS WITH THE US TAKE PLACE IN 
JANUARY. 

2. GOING OFF THE RECORD, THE FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN MADE 
TWO POINTS: A) BELGIUM WANTS TO REACTIVATE ITS APPLICATION 
FOR LANDING RIGHTS IN THE US, WHICH HAD EARLIER BEEN TURNED 
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NORTH ATLANTIC CONFERENCE TO DISCUSS CIV AIR ISSUES. STILL 
OFF THE RECORD, SPOKESMAN SAID THAT BELGIUM CANNOT GIVE IN 
TO "PRINCIPLE OF NATIONALITY" IN AIR TRANSPORT. "IT IS THE 
VOCATION OF BELGIUM AND THE NETHERLANDS TO PROVIDE TRANS- 
ATLANTIC PASSAGE FOR NATIONALS OTHER THAN THEIR OWN, 

INCLUDING AMERICAN CITIZENS." END OFF THE RECORD. 

3. SPOKESMAN CONCLUDED BY SAYING THAT SABENA SEAT OCCUPANCY 
RATE ON NORTH ATLANTIC RUN AVERAGES 60 PERCENT.FIRESTONE 
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